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these, the revolutionary reforms in Russia were by far the most
significant. Here change followed change in rapid succession.
Here a great country not merely revolutionized the system of
land tenure but, what was agriculturally of much greater im-
portance, broke completely with the European tradition of
peasant farming. Although possessing the largest peasant popu-
lation of any European country, Russia sought not only to
uproot the system which had been slowly evolving since the
Stolypin reforms, but to substitute one which, though in some
technical respects inspired by the example of large-scale pro-
duction in the United States, in reality was a system totally
new and untried.

The final aims of the Soviet agricultural policy only began
to be realized after passing through certain intermediate stages.
In their struggles for power during the first years of the Revolu-
tion, the need for the support of the peasantry led the Bolshevik
leaders to accept an agricultural policy not in accord with the
theoretical principles of the party. During the early days of
the Communist Revolution of October 1917 the Soviet Govern-
ment issued its first decree abolishing private property in land.
This was followed by the 'law on the socialization of land' in
February 1918, the chief object of which was to equalize the use
of land. The abolition of all private ownership of land was
reasserted and the land was transferred to 'all the working
people' for their use; every citizen in principle acquired the
right to use the land and this principle applied not only to the
confiscated estates but to the land of the peasants themselves.
It was a stage in the agrarian policy which resulted in a greater
equalization of land-holding, but not in a reduction in the num-
ber of small and inefficient peasant farmers; on the contrary,
their relative proportion increased.

This policy had been, in reality, a concession to the peasantry.
Towards the end of 1918, however, the Soviet Government made
its first attempt to apply its own principles and to create large-
scale farming on socialistic lines. By a decree in February 1919
the socialist organization was further developed and under it
individualist forms of land-utilization were to be replaced by